June last Miss Merritc (now matron at Penzance) was appointed maternity nurse to the Association, and did good work for two months She was followed by Nurse Summerfield, of Manchester, who is still working for the Association. At the annual meeting last week the Rev. Thomas Green made an amusing speech, in which he reminded his hearers that there were three Christian virtues, and that in exercising charity, they should not forget faith and hope: he advised them to secure the services of a third nurse, and trust to a rise in the receipts to meet the extra expense.
Ofr NURSES' BALL.? This interesting event, which took place on the 18th ult. at Nottingham General Hospital, was again [a great success. All the nurses (about thirty), the matron, the resident staff with their friends, and most of the old residents were present. The ball was held in a large ward, known as the " Old Wing." Dancing commenced at half-past eight to the strains of an excellent band ; and during the evening a programme consisting of twentyfour dances was got through. The nurses, who wore their pretty uniform, looked particularly well. It has been found that this ball, which takes place annually, does not in any way interfere with the discipline of the hospital, but, on the contrary, has done much towards promoting a good feeling throughout the Dr. M'Laurin, the medical adviser of the Government of New South Wales, will deliver the address in Hygiene, Forensic, and State Medicine. This will be followed by the address in Pathology, given by Dr. Bancroft, of Brisbane. The general meetings to discuss the fevers of Australasia and hydatid disease naturally attract attention. But, in addition, the sectional proceedings will include important papers on such subjects as phthisis and diphtheria ; and the sections of state medicine and psychological medicine will be almost as attractive to laymen as to members of the congress.
In the former section, papers will be submitted on the present state of sanitation in the different colonies; and in the latter, the subjects dealt with will include the prevalence of insanity in Australasia, its curability, the establishment of receiving houses, the classification and housing of the insane, the training of asylum attendants and nurses, and other matters which are now engaging attention in the various legislatures.
Dr Is it to be wondered at that nurses break down when one comes to inquire how many hours they spend in the sick-room? So may the subject be considered, for our salary is but small, and our health is our only capital; when that fails it means lesser earnings, sore exhaustion, and the nurse who has given the best years of her life to tending the sick frequently finds herself thrown upon the world's sympathy with no other resource save a miserable pittance from the parish with which to eke out her existence. Perhaps some may say there is the Pension Fund?far from our reach with our 
